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CABBS Board 2011                 
March  2011  Newsletter


President: Ric Altfather


Treasurer: Chip Caine
Librarian/Boat Show: Jim Batteiger
Summer Events: Jim Stumpf 
Winter Events: Ric Altfather

Hospitality: Paula Smith
Webmaster: Ed Neal


Secretary/Newsletter: George Ricketts
Youth Programs: Ric Blamer

At Large:  Hank Vincenti
Youth Programs: Jim Jackson

A Note of Apology!

OK, so why is the newsletter late this month?  I must confess that it is my fault as there have been other priorities going on that have held me up from submitting my articles to George Ricketts.  So what’s more important than communicating to the membership…how about emptying out Davy Jones Locker from my basement!  Start with the weather from the past couple of days and subsequent flooding, not so bad and we are prepared with pumps but they run on “ready kilowatt” and he went to sleep for 6+ hours…so, we were up the creek without our paddles. I was also informed from my First Mate that if I sat down to write these articles I would surely “walk the plank”!  

Well, the barnacles are drying out, the bilges are down to 1” and we caught up with our paddles so the sailing is getting back to normal with fair winds and gentle waves but I still fear mutiny?  

Ric

CABBS Winter Meetings
CABBS will be returning to the Berea Library starting with the January meeting and will continue at this facility for the balance of our winter meetings.  Most of you know where the library is but for any new members, the address is Cuyahoga County Library, Berea Branch, 7 Berea Commons (next to Police station), Berea, OH 44017, 440-234-5475.

March Meeting Agenda
March 13, 2011  1:30PM

We have had several guest speakers lined up but dates or other conflicts cannot accommodate out schedule. We are unable to commit to our scheduled meeting dates but we have back-up programs if we cannot pull in our outside sources.  We will have a presentation on the 13th but I’m not sure who or what based on the feedback I have so far.  Sorry, what looked good last month has changed based on personal commitments or other priorities.  CABBS is resilient and can make this meeting worthwhile and we will.  The last meeting we almost ran short of dedicating our efforts to the Sailing 101 seminar and we will not let that happen as we progress into these sessions.  We will have shorter presentations for March and April but will cover items like back in the future with CABBS, hypothermia reality, Rivergate on the Cuyahoga Project, lofting & finishing your boat and many more opportunities that would be of great interest to CABBS.  We also encourage anyone to bring samples, photos or anything else that you are working on…we love to share our talents with the membership.

Thanks,

Ric

February Business Meeting

What a Great meeting we had!  Dick Harrington, our guest speaker surely inspired me to go camp cruising with his adventures highlighted by Ed Neal in this newsletter.  We saw many new faces and members, conducted our first “hands-on” clinic of the season Sailing 101 conducted by Hank Vincenti, wonderful goodies by Paula Vincenti, many a tall tale were told and my favorite… good friendship with common interests.

We also conducted our annual business meeting whereby we ask for volunteers/nominations on the Board of Governors and Officers.  In our traditional style, the Officers and BOG’s are sequestered into servitude by unanimous decision when anyone falls asleep at the local pub.  The current list of Officers and BOG’s will remain for the balance of 2011. Seriously, this organization cannot function without the diligent help from these dedicated folks but according to the bylaws, we need to refresh the troops with fresh faces and new ideas every ________ and approved by the membership.  WE would love to see some of the new members come forward with their talents and knowledge and run for an office or assist a current Officer for the coming year.  Current BOG’s also having the opportunity to trade with another BOG subject to member approval.  There are a lot of opportunities to get involved with CABBS…please contact a BOG member or myself about your interests, volunteer efforts and nomination.  We appreciate your support.

Freeman-Turner Award

Also at the February meeting we recognized the “best in show” for the boats displayed at the Cleveland Boat Show and only those who were at the Boat Show could vote.  The voting is based on originality, best use of materials, design, finish, construction and workmanship.  We had some very creative boats this year; Rob Pearson’s kit boat from Chesapeake Light Craft Passage Maker with a beautiful bright finish brought many a viewer, George Miller’s build of a Cape Charles kayak that he built from plans that I sold him last year and to be frugal, he built it from Luan plywood but the final result drew many kayak lovers, the ODNR project boat built by CABBS affectionately known as the Big Tow was appreciated by hundreds of children and Jim Stumpf’s Cheap Canoe which was built from free plans but the finished result was far from “cheap” looking.  The voting was in and a drum roll here…the winner is?
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Another Stumpf goes on the award, if you recall, last year Jim’s Daughter Megan won the award.  I think they like to keep it in the family?  Congratulations Jim and well deserved!

Ric

Sailing 101 Clinics

Our February meeting was the kick off for the first of 3 Sailing 101 how to clinics with 15 people signed up and 25 showing up!  Our own Hank Vincenti conducted the very basic concepts of sailing, nautical jargon & components, along with steering and handling concepts of a small sail boat.  Hank’s 30 years of experience and candid approach made this a very worthwhile meeting.  The next clinics are planned during our next scheduled club meetings on March 13th and April 10th.  Come on out and learn from the best on the North Coast.

Guest Presentation

Dinghy Cruising the Maine Coast
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Dick Harrington’s presentation on cruising the Maine coast east of Penobscot Bay melted the snow off the frozen summer daydream locker.   His talk presented maps and photos of island hopping along the coastline in a sixteen foot open sailboat.   Against a backdrop of granite hillside, lighthouses, and fishing waterfronts, he told of secluded anchorages, isolated fishing villages, cheap lobster dinners, and Down East locals who ignored yachtsmen but welcomed dinghy sailors.

            Dick Harrington is the Cruising Director for the US Wayfarer Association.  He and his Wayfarer, BLUE MIST,  a 1964  woodie,  have 
cruised Lake Superior, Maine,  Chesapeake Bay and local waters.   Many of his articles related to his cruising adventures can be found on the Wayfarer website: www.uswayfarer.org

           The Wayfarer is a class boat that has both passionate racing and cruising enthusiasts.  Englishman Ian Proctor designed the boat in 1957 to meet three major requirements.  It had to have lively performance to create interest as a class racer, it had to be stable and kindly for use as a family boat, and it had to be capable as a camping cruiser.   High topsides and a planning hull helped him reach his objectives in remarkable fashion.  The sixteen foot boat with a six foot beam became a sensation for cruising the British coast and before long it became popular in Canada and the United States.  

           For the past five years, Dick has organized a week long, 100 mile cruise of the Chesapeake.  This year’s event is May 29 – June 4 and is open to non-Wayfarer but high skill, experienced sailors.  You can contact Dick for more details at  rmharrington@sbcglobal.net .

           With the proper boat, trailer, and vehicle, Dick’s inspirational adventures prove that a world of cruising is well within reach for the adventurous.  The boat however is only part of the story.   The critical success factors continue to be preparedness, prudence, and early reefing.  As the saying goes, it not the size of your boat but the size of your confidence in your boat that makes the difference. 

Ed Neal

April Flea Market

Just a quick reminder that on our last meeting of the winter season, April 10th, we will have a table set up for any unwanted boat related items that you want to offer to the membership.  Several items were sold and bought last year, one being a set of kayak plans sold to George Miller which he built and displayed at the Boat Show this year.  You know what boat builders and boaters like, so check all the hiding places, empty out the cabinets and make room for new tools and gadgets!

Model Youth Boat Designs are Still Needed for Next Year's Boat Show!!!
We are still accepting model boat designs for the children to build at the 2012 Boat Show.  Bring your MODELS, DRAWINGS, or SKETCHES to the March meeting to be included in the selection process of this worthwhile activity.  Voting will take place at our March meeting with the winning design being announced in April.  Beat those winter blahs, let the saw dust fly and get involved in this fun project!  THANKS in advance for your participation!

Jim Jackson and Ric Blamer

CABBS  Yahoo Group
CABBS has a Yahoo group to help in communicating news to the membership.  This is especially helpful in the boating season to communicate impromptu boating outings. Once you have registered, then an email sent to the group email address will be sent to everyone on the group and a copy is kept for viewing. To find out more go to Yahoo.com on the internet and click on groups.  There is help on how to join .  The first thing you will need is a yahoo email account. This is free and easy to set up.  If you have any questions on how to join please contact me.

How do I join a group?
Joining a group in Yahoo! Groups is a quick and easy process. Go to the group’s page

· Ours is named   cabbs

If you’re not sure which group you want to join, start by browsing the Groups Directory on the main Yahoo! Groups page or searching for a group by topic. 

To join a group:
1. When you find a group you want to join, click the group’s name, and its page displays.

2. Click the Join This Group! button in the upper-right corner of the group’s page. (Alternatively, you can click the Join This Group! link beneath the group’s picture to go directly to the Preferences page described in Step 4, below.)

3. If you’re not already signed in to your Yahoo! account, enter your Yahoo! ID and password in the Sign In to Yahoo! box that appears. If you don’t have a Yahoo! account, you can create one by clicking Sign Up at the top of the page.

4. On the Join This Group page that appears, set your membership preferences: 

· The public profile you want displayed to the group

· The email address at which you'd like to receive group messages

· How you want group messages delivered

· The display format for email messages you receive

5. Click Join in the lower-right corner of the page.

See you on the water!
George

- CLAMP
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