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Youth Programs: Jim Jackson

CABBS Winter Meetings
CABBS will be returning to the Berea Library starting with the January meeting and will continue at this facility for the balance of our winter meetings.  Most of you know where the library is but for any new members, the address is Cuyahoga County Library, Berea Branch, 7 Berea Commons (next to Police station), Berea, OH 44017, 440-234-5475.

February Guest Speaker
February 20, 2011
Dick Harrington is the Cruising Director for the US Wayfarer Association.  The Wayfarer is considered by most as the best cruising dinghy in Europe, Canada and the US with beginnings similar to the Optimist Pram.  Dick has dedicated a lifetime to cruising in his 1964 wooden Wayfarer “Blue Mist” with such accomplishments like sailing from Ireland to Scotland, Lake Superior, Maine Coastline, and even Atwood Lake.  He currently and for the past 5 years has organized a week long 
Chesapeake Bay – Eastern Shore cruise which encompasses 90 – 100 nautical miles of quality boat-camping.  Dick has written many articles of his cruising exploits in the Wayfarer newsletters and most recently in “Small Craft Advisor, issue #65, Sep/Oct 2010 about his last cruise on the Maine coast.

Dick has promised to share his knowledge of preparation, skills needed, special rigging and experiences to the members of CABBS for use in their own boats.  DON’T MISS THIS PRESENTATION…it promises to provide the necessary criteria to create adventure in our favorite boats.  

What a fitting presentation to get the adrenalin going as we start our Sailing 101 clinics in preparation for launchings in April/May.

Ric

A Local Trio:  The January Meeting Guest Speakers

Three local amateur boatbuilder / adventurers came to the attention of the guest speaker committee and were offered a speaking engagement.  The fact that they all were CABBS members made it easier to twist their arm and make them talk.  Not only did they talk, they brought polished PowerPoint presentations and a video. 

What Jim Stumpf, Ed Neal and Ric Blamer covered in their presentations is a bit of a mystery to me at this time.  I didn’t take good notes since:   1) I needed to worry about my own presentation 2) I got caught up in enjoying the presentations and 3) I thought not have notes would be a good excuse not to have to write an article.  On this I guessed wrong.

As best as I can recollect, here is what I took away from the presentations.

Jim Stumpf is making wonderful progress on his Core Sound 17.  I believe it is his tenth boat building project.   His building photos showed how this boat uses a butterfly assembly to preposition the panels prior to pulling them together for stitch and glue.  The hull comes together quite quickly using this method.  

This wretched recession /depression we’re in is giving Jim more time than usual to work on his project.  Compared to the pace of the typical weekend boat builder, Jim’s progress is astounding.  He hopes to have the boat completed by the Summer and he sure looks to be on track.

Jim is looking a year ahead and plans to campaign the boat in the 2012 Everglade Challenge.  The event is a multi-day adventure race down the west coast of Florida from Tampa Bay to Key Largo.  It truly challenges every skill a sailor or kayaker has.  Only 40% of starters typically finish.   Core Sound boats have won the race in the recent past and they seem an excellent choice for the demands of the gulf winds and waters.  

Jim and his crew member Megan, his teen-aged daughter, are up to the challenge.  Their expected participation in the race is making more than a few members envious.  We all look forward to Jim’s presentation when he comes back from the event.

Ed Neal presented a twelve minute video on his summer canoe adventure on the French River in northern Ontario.  He and two friends paddled a 30 mile figure-eight course. It started at Hartley Bay Marina,  led down the river through one outlet channel, across a bit of Georgian Bay and then back up a second outlet channel to the marina where they started.  Boats were a fiberglass canoe and a two person skin-on-frame Folbot. 

The video pulled together clips of their overnight camping spots, two portages, meals, and many scenic spots on their six day adventure.   Granite rock outcroppings, boulders, pine trees, birch and maples formed an endlessly varied pattern of beauty along the shoreline.  

All I can say is that the French River / Parry Sound area is boating heaven.  It’s only an eight hour drive away.

Ric Blamer’s presentation covered a few of his boat restoration projects. He showed how he fixed the planking on a cedar canoe and then recovered the hull with canvas, filled the weave and finished it off with a brilliant red paint job that looked as smooth as gel coat.  

One particular project involved restoring a canoe that had belonged to an elderly family member since receiving it as a teenager.  The boat was restored as a birthday present.  The re-launch took place at the exact lake site where an old shapshot shows the person paddling. (Sorry Ric if this recollection is a bit mangled.)

Ric also restored a Wagemaker runabout that belonged to his at-the-time girlfriend, later to be his wife.  The boat was in very sorry condition with a hole in the bilge.  He successfully repaired the hole in the molded plywood and went on to a full restoration.  He totally striped out the interior, rebuilt it and also completely tore out the back end and built a new transom.  This man is not afraid to take on any challenging boat repair!   The transformation was awesome.  Varnished and painted, it looked like it could win a restoration competition.

Not only was it enjoyable to hear and see the projects of these three members, it was an opportunity to learn more about their boating background and the depth of their experiences.  I’m sure other members have equally interesting presentations to make.  

Ed Neal 

FROM THE HELM

2011 Mid America Boat & Fishing Show
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The 2011 Boat Show is behind us and I want to thank all who participated in this annual event whether you submitted a toy boat idea, helped build the toy boat parts, worked the booth, worked with the IX Center or brought a boat to the show.  This event takes a tremendous amount of time from the members and I appreciate the enthusiasm displayed by those involved…we couldn’t do it without you.

Speaking of the Boat Show,   we had a very busy booth particularly on the weekends which is normal.  We featured a new boat from one of our new members, Rob Pearson who completed a kit boat, the Passagemaker from Chesapeake Light Craft, Jim Stumpf’s “cheap canoe” from Bateau, lofted from plans with several high end appointments.  George Miller who never stops amazing us with his ability and ambition to design kids boats and build new boats displayed a Chesapeake “Cape Charles” kayak from plans that I sold him last year and he constructed from simple materials…Nice work George! 
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The kid’s boat building station was most successful after much concern and displayed that we adults underestimate the ability of our younger ones to comprehend unfamiliar tasks.  I want to thank Jim Jackson and Ric Blamer who pulled off a winner with the talent of our resident kid’s boat architect, George Miller.  We built everything we had plus miscellaneous kits from past years.  The building stations, illustrated with directions and pictures/samples worked very well and eliminated some of the confusion we have experienced in past years.

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]



The show was even smaller this year but the interest in our club activities remains high.  Jim Stumpf’s “Cheap Canoe” reigned high with the crowd for inexpensive adventure, joint parent/child activities along with our hands-on clinic activities.  I’m sure we will see some new members from this year’s participation.  

Also at the show…the ODNR interactive boat built by CABBS was on display and visited by 100’s of children.
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Ed Neal 

Child's Boat Building Activity at the 2011 Cleveland Boat Show
HO.....HO....HO..........and a BOTTLE of FUN was had by all those little PIRATES that built the PIRATE SHIP at the 2011 Boat Show.  This year's boat was designed by George Miller. It was a big crowd pleaser with the children and parents.  On the first Saturday of the show, over 150 of the 215 kits went floating out the doors in just 4 hours.  Thank You Paula Smith Vincenti and Chip Craine for your patience and for keeping things rolling during those hectic hours.  From the smiles on everyone's faces, I'm not sure who was having more fun that Saturday, the children or Paula and Chip.  
A THANK YOU is in order for Ric Altfather, Jim Batteiger, Ric Blamer, Jim Jackson, and Megan Stumpf, along with anyone else that may have helped the children build their boats on the other days of the boat show.  

A big THANK YOU goes out to all of you who did a wonderful job cutting out the parts for the Pirate Ship. They included: Ric Altfather, Jim Batteiger, Ric Blamer, Chip Craine, Don Gregg, Jim Jackson, George Miller, Ed Neil, Hank and Paula Smith Vincenti. 

New this year was a heavy duty work bench provided by Ric Blamer.  Thanks Ric!

Great job to everyone who made our Children's Boat Building Activity such a HUGE SUCCESS!

Jim Jackson and Ric Blamer
Model Youth Boat Designs Needed for Next Year's Boat Show!!!

With the 2011 Cleveland Boat Show behind us, it's time to beat the winter blahs, let the saw dust fly and create a child's boat design that could be used for next year's youth boat kit.  Bring your MODELS, DRAWINGS, or SKETCHES to the February and March Meetings to have them entered.  Voting will take place at our meeting in March with the winning design being announced at the April meeting.  Get involved in this fun project and THANKS in advance for your participation!

Jim Jackson and Ric Blamer

OF INTEREST

I spoke with a friend and co-worker a while ago who retired from the Navy and served 20 years in a submarine…he asked do you still have the USS Cod in Cleveland?  I stated that we did and that I have not seen it for quite some time.  He suggested that I go to www.usscod.org for the updated website featuring a virtual tour of this old Sub.  I did and spent quite a bit of time surfing through the site.  If you haven’t seen this site, spend an hour some afternoon while snow bound to visualize what this life was like under the sea.  As for me, I prefer to stay on top of the sea!  Oh, if you are curious, my friend was short…5’7” and shared the same bunk with 2 other seaman…yuck! 

On February 25th – 27th, 2011 there will be a second boat show, the Cleveland Super Boat Show at the Great Lakes Expo Center, 1200 Babbit Road, Euclid, Ohio.  The admission is $10.00 (there is a coupon on line for a $1.00) and it features free parking unlike the IX Center.  I believe a few of us will be attending to see what this venue features and if our presence would benefit the organization.

A PERSONAL NOTE

A call goes out to Terry Smith who came up to me at the last meeting and introduced himself as Doctor Cardboard and showed me some children’s programs that he has conducted and would we be interested.  I immediately thought of the ODNR Exploration Station and mentioned it to them and they are interested.  My dilemma is that I may have written down the wrong e-mail address for Terry (in the confusion) as I have not been able to contact him.  If anyone can get in touch with Terry, please tell him to contact me at raltfa@yahoo.com or 440-263-7020.

LAST CALL FOR DUES

You have heard this before but this is the final deadline for membership dues which entitle you to the activities, newsletter and roster.  You have till our meeting on February 20, 2011.

KUDO’S TO A COUPLE OF CABBS MEMBERS

A BIG thank you goes out to CABBS members Jack Davidson and John Dechant for their donation of a Wooden Boat and Canoe magazine collection to our friends at the Three Rivers Chapter of the Wooden Canoe Heritage Association.  We may have different boats but the interest and ambition is the same.

Another Famous Person Who Messed About in Boats

Ed Neal

Many famous people messed about in boats.  Albert Einstein liked a relaxing  afternoon in his small sailboat, President Kennedy sailed the Cape Cod waters, and there are many others.

My new recent discovery to add to the list is the French impressionist painter, Claude Monet.  Born in Paris in 1840 but raised in the busy seaport of Le Havre where the Seine empties into the English Channel he grew up amid his family’s business supplying the shipping industry.  

Monet’s early sketches included meticulous depictions of small sailing craft.  Some of his very early work found its subject matter in waterfront scenes and beachscapes.

As a young adult Monet was drawn to the Seine and used it often for subject matter.  He became enamored with painting water since it allowed him to focus on capturing the quality of the light reflecting off the water.   This focus helped form his perceptive genius.   

He painted outdoors directly from life at a time when doing so was thought totally hair-brained.  All real painters painted in a studio.  Not only did he paint along the riverbank, he had a small studio boat built so that he could paint from the water.  Powered by oars, he rowed to find an appropriate river spot for a composition and then he painted shaded from the direct sun and away from questioning observers.  The studio boat looks like it was about 18 ft with a 8ft beam.  Inward tilting walls above the deck formed an enclosed work space.  It appears that the forward and stern ends opened to provide a large view of the outdoors.  

Interest in boating skyrocketed at this time in the late 1860’s following the international sensation caused by John McGregor’s book, A Thousand Miles in a Rob Roy Canoe.  It  chronicled McGregor’s adventures paddling Europe in a 15 ft., 80 lb, oak lapstrake planked canoe.   Monet’s paintings captured this increased recreational use of the river in sailboat races, crowds at waterfront boat rental liveries, yachts tied up along the river’s edge.  

As Monet prospered, he added two sculls with varished mahogany hulls to his fleet and a boat called a ‘norvegienne’.  It appears to be a 14 ft. rowing skiff with rounded bilge, flairing topsides, and a high nosed prow ending in a small pram-like forward transom. 

Monet’s love of boating spread to his family.  His two step daughters were pratically brought up on the water and spent many happy hours on the river in the norvegienne.  His son, Jean along with his friend became legendary oarsmen on the Seine winning many regatta prizes and eventually earning the title of ‘Kings of the River’.

So the next time you are in a museum and see a Monet painting that might have water in it look a bit closer at the light on the water.  You may feel a special kinship with a fellow messer who enjoyed the simple yet wholly satisfying pleasure of seeing the world from the water borne side of the river. 

Inspiration for this article came from reading the highly illustrated book, River of Light:  Monet’s Impressions of the Seine by Douglas Skeggs; Alfred Knopf, New York 1987.  

Hands-On Clinics

The Sailing 101 clinic has been changed to begin following the February 2011 meeting and continue through April 2011.  The sessions will last 1 hour following each scheduled monthly meeting and if needed, we may add additional time at the April 2011 meeting.
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