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We’re Late Again!

The publisher, contributors and others apologize for the late newsletter again.  This has been a very strange year with the weather, natural disasters and vacation schedules.  I personally have been flooded twice this year and we have never seen a flood here in the past 27 years in our home.  When the freezer is floating across the floor, well you have the picture.  Summer is a great time to be on the water, with family and vacations and often conflict with our summer events and deadlines for submission of news articles…we hope you understand.

Late but never forgotten!

Hope to see everyone soon,

Ric A.

CABBS Summer Events

The calendar on the wall says that it is spring, the longer days say that it is spring…..but looking out my window or at the digital thermometer on the office wall all indicate that it must still be fall or winter….cold, rainy, grey (even for Cleveland standards)….WHAT IS UP WITH THAT. Let me take my mittens off and let you know what we have in store for this summer.

We had a busy summer schedule last year and it seems that people enjoyed the variety of boating activities that we planed. This year will be similar to last and we hope that people will take advantage of the following opportunities to come out and enjoy the abundance of boating facilities that are available to us as North East Ohioans. The line up is as follows and may change as we get into the season, if there is an outing or event that you think CABBS should host or attend please feel free to contact me at jamesjstumpf@sbcglobal.net or at 440-570-0479. Please take the time to jot these dates on your planner and come out and have some fun, the more the merrier and if you don’t have 
a boat call ahead and we will see what we can do to accommodate you.

Sept TBA
Help wind down the summer with a second HOT DOG DAY (Maybe we need a new name for this event). Hopefully we can convince the Sandusky Sailing Club that we will behave this year and they will invite us back. Details to follow.

Oct 8
Jamestown Campgrounds, Pymatuning Reservoir.  Enjoy the southern part of Pymatuning launching out of the campgrounds or one of the surrounding public ramps. Oct can be the best time for camping in this park, cool crisp nights that make camp fires all that much more enjoyable, the bright reds and oranges of fall and some of the best sailing and paddling of the season, power boats are welcome up to 20 HP. 

Check your newsletter monthly for updates and feel free to chime in with suggestions or additions to this year’s schedule. Come on out or I will be forced to come to your house and make you enjoy the summer with me.

Jim

440-570-0479

Boating On the Bay,

Sandusky Sailing Club

Sept 10, 2011

Our September messabout will be held at the Sandusky Sailing Club on Sandusky Bay just a short distance across the Bay from Cedar Point.  This will be a full day affair so plan on arriving around 10:00am.  Bring a picnic lunch and also a side dish for the potluck dinner at 6:00pm with SSC members.  Travel directions will be published in the September newsletter.

Related Events

Antique Outboard Motor Club, Inc (AOMCI)

This local chapter of the mother club is a fun group to be with as they not only have the antique restored motors but they also have the antique wood, aluminum & glass boats to go with the motors.  We have partnered with 
AOMCI in the past and they operate much like CABBS…good fun & food!  
Here are some dates for their upcoming messabouts and we are always welcome to join them:


August 20, 2011 – Portage Lakes State Park messabout


September 3, 2011 – Lake Arthur in PA


October 2, 2011 – Atwood Lake


www.aomci.org
Midwest Free Style Symposium

We have talked about this group before and some of us have participated for the weekend or just to watch the International competition.  This is held at Camp Butler off State Route 303 in Peninsula and runs for 3 days with the competition/demonstrations held on the second day.  This is a fun trip to Peninsula in the heart of the Cuyahoga Valley, have lunch at one of the fine restaurants, visit the shops then make your way to Camp Butler late in the afternoon for the competition.  This is known as “ballet on water” and the setting is a beautiful lake in the woods, fall colors starting and classical, show tunes or any other music style playing over the lake as the contestants run through their routine.   You don’t have to be a paddler to appreciate this event.  The competition will be held at 5:15pm on Saturday the 17th,  there is no charge and bring a chair. 

September 16 – 18, 2011 – Camp Butler

www.freestylecanoeing.com
Old Woman Creek

Messabout
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It seems that every time we have this event, the weather is nasty on the trip out but once there, the clouds part and we have an excellent time on the water with good friends and scenery.  We had 10 boats and 14 people on this trip with a full spectrum of wooden kayaks, canvas kayak, Tupperware kayaks, Kevlar canoe, cedar canvas canoe and a cedar strip canoe.  There were several new faces and we also had some folks we don’t see very often like Wes Roepke and Jim Rendt.  We had one new boat launch with Jim Batteiger’s just finished (we could still smell the varnish) Ian Outred’s “Wee Rob” lapstrake canoe/kayak.  A great day lay ahead!

Upon arrival, we were informed by the park Manager that the water was high in the river and there was a threat of the water pressure collapsing the sand bar that restrains the Lake.  He further explained that if that happened, there would be a rip tide that would be pulling us to Canada.  After we all checked to see if we had our passports, we launched where there used to be a beach, now under water.  We organized the fleet and under the bridge we went into the estuary and a sea of blooming North American Lotus flowers which scented the air around us.
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We paddled through the estuary admiring the blooms and the large leaves that held water droplets that rolled around as you went by.  Along the way we were treated with visits from a Bald Eagle, a pair of Osprey, Great Blue Herons, Snowy Egrets, Cliff Swallows and various water fowl.  Along with the Lotus, there were some Lilies that were in full bloom.
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We made our way through the estuary and into the main river and were able to go a long way up river which has not been the case from years past.  There was some trick maneuvering at times but everyone made it through.  After turning around for the trip back, Wes Roepke shared his expertise on how to bail out a canoe just in case anyone needed to know that.  Thanks Wes!
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The dense overgrowth on the river made for a nice cool trip back but once in the estuary, we started to heat up in the sun but one thought kept us going…FOOD!
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Heading back to the take out

While waiting to take out, some of us paddled up to the sand bar for a closer look.  It was wider across than in past years but it had one weak area and we couldn’t help but wonder if it would hold till we got out of the water.  Ric’s Canoe Livery provided 3 boats for this trip…check him out sometime, he has great rates! Everyone helped load the boats and it was time to head down the highway.

Now it was time for the finale…good eats.  We decided to make a change from our usual stop at Berardi’s due to the number of people we had so we headed back into Vermilion to the Quaker Steak and Lube (formerly McGarvey’s) to sit along the river and marina.  We watched the power boats go up and down the river, reminding ourselves that we just had a great adventure on the water also and left no toxins in or on the water, no fuel and no cost.  If my ramblings have missed any of the details, I’m sure the pictures will compensate and if anyone wants any of the pic’s drop me an e-mail and I can forward them to you.  If I get time, I will also post on the Groups pages.
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Copious amounts of food and beverage were ordered and served along with some tall tales of adventure and laughter.  As I looked around the tables, I didn’t see one face that looked like…”I should be home mowing the grass, fixing this or doing that”…it was a good outing!

Ric A.

An OSPREY update

Below is a letter from our friend and honorary CABBS member Alistair in British Columbia with an update on his experience with his CABBS Optimist dinghy, OSPREY.  We are always happy to hear form anyone who has built the CABBS Dinghy but Alistair is sort of special.  We wish him many more summers of enjoyment with OSPREY and hope to hear from him again.  He will probably need a larger sailboat soon.

Hello Mr, Vincenti,


I've been Sailing Osprey For a number of summers now, and I've discovered a few things that make self-rescue after a capsize much easier. First of all, I found that airbags are very helpful, as they keep the boat from filling with water right to the gunwales. I put in three airbags in the positions that commercial racing opties  have them. When I right the boat now, there is only about 15 cm (6 in) of water in the boat, whereas before i put in the airbags the water was only about 3 cm (1 in) under the gunwales.


 I also drilled limber holes through the midships transom. There are two 2-1/4 inch holes flush with the bottom panel. I put one on either side of the dagger board trunk, very close to the side panels of the boat. The holes allow water to move back and forth between the bow and stern, making it much, much easier to bail.


The biggest problem I've encountered was with the 3/4 inch solid wood mast step. the drainage slot weakened it enough that in a high wind it split along the grain and my mast fell over, levering up a section of the mast thwart. My dad and I were able to fix the damage easily enough, and I replaced the old mast step with a commercial adjustable metal one. I think that if the mast step were made of two thicknesses  of 3/4 (maybe 1/2 inch would be enough?) plywood, it would not split. 


I would like to thank you again for the work you put into the plans. I am really enjoying sailing Osprey on our lake. I took third in the open class regatta on our lake. There was no wind, I swam and pulled Osprey past all the big boats! 

Sincerely, Alastair.

Now, that is a determined young man.

We Get Letters

OPTI Plans
We continue to sell our OPTI plan sets all across the country and we recently received this letter from 

Darrell Jackson:

“Thanks for getting out the plans so quickly.  My idea is to build a boat with and for my kids.  My son started sailing Opti this year, so I started to research them.  I thought the original intent of the Opti was great.  I wish the boat and the fleet were still run that way.  I was surprised to find out that I grew up in the town where Clark Mills had his boat shop.  When I was young I sailed in Dunedin, Florida's Opti fleet which was the second fleet after Clearwater's fleet.  The area never took advantage of its maritime history. 

 

Sadly, the same is true for the area I live in now.  In the town of Sea Bright very few people know about the Sea Bright Skiff and very few boats survive today.  

 

I find it interesting that you rescued a Perrine Sneakbox.  I rescued a Gus Hinrichs sneakbox about 8 years ago.  Some other building projects I have done are a Herreshoff Biscayne Bay 14', an Ian Oughtred John Dory 18' and Harry Bryan's Fiddle Head.

 

Your Opti sounds like a fun build with my kids.  I'll keep in touch once the building begins.  

 

I think your organization CABBS has done a great service for maritime history by recreating Clark Mills Opti in the spirit that it was intended”.

 

Thanks,

 

Darrell Jackson

Sea Bright, NJ 

- CLAMP





Ya’ Never Have Enough
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