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CABBS Board 2010                 
November  2010  Newsletter


President: Ric Altfather


Treasurer: Chip Caine
Librarian/Boat Show: Jim Batteiger
Summer Events: Jim Stumpf 
Winter Events: TBD



Hospitality: Paula Smith
Webmaster: Ed Neal


Secretary/Newsletter: George Ricketts
Youth Programs: Ric Blamer

At Large:  Hank Vincenti
Youth Programs: Jim Jackson

CABBS WINTER MEETING SCHEDULE

So far, the scheduled meeting dates are limited to the November and December dates at this time due to the Library’s new procedure of establishing meeting room availability. We will post the dates and guest speakers as soon as possible for the January forward schedule, sorry but it’s better than no home at all!  We have some great potential speaker ideas at this time so keep your fingers crossed that we can reel them in. Besides, what would you rather be doing, shoveling snow or attending a CABBS meeting? 

November 21st, 2010

Our own member, “Sir” John Bridges will be addressing the membership on the various boat building woods available, their properties, strengths and weaknesses.  John is a very skilled craftsman and expert wood aficionado and will provide real world experience to his presentation.  If you have not heard 

John before, you won’t want to miss this one.

December 19th, 2010

Our friends, the ODNR, Division of Watercraft has tentatively accepted this date to update us on the newly formed Cleveland Lakefront State Park which spans from Edgewater to Mentor Headlands Beach, along with current and upcoming issues with our waterways.  Also, and of most interest, some hazards on the water that we may not be aware of and somewhat scary.

January 9th, 2011

Tentative TBA

February 13th, 2011

Tentative TBA

March 13th, 2011

Tentative TBA

April 10th, 2011

Tentative TBA

I have received some great ideas for winter speakers from some of the members and would like to solicit others to send along some ideas that would be of interest to the membership.  The subject matter is simple, wooden boats and anything that is related, home built, commercial built, suppliers, designers, restoration projects, adventurers and historic subjects are most welcome.

As always, the coffee will be hot and we always have some type of goody!   Guests are always welcome and so is the free advice that follows the meeting.

I look forward to reacquainting with everyone and sharing your stories of the summer.

Ric

A Message from the Helm

 …Getting ready for the winter season and a recap of the summer:

The winter may be approaching but the summer has been one of the most enjoyable in a long time, at least for me.  I hope most of you have had similar experiences.  Just to name a few; two…that’s right, two Hot Dog Day’s a first with CABBS.  The completion of Dolphin (formerly the Bailey Boat) and her debut at Hot Dog Day at Berlin Lake and then off to the coast of Maine for real sea trials with great success and impressive performance with our fellow Maine chapter and Mother Chapter of the Traditional Small Craft Association and its Officers.   A fine gathering at Sandusky Bay with the Sandusky Sailing Club; the ODNR project (Big Tow); new member prospects with very unique boats and the PDRacer craze which I will expound on at one of our meetings.  Great summer outings teamed up with copious amounts of good grub!   CABBS members attending the Wooden Boat School for sailing instruction, paddling instruction with Canada’s finest instructor’s, camping on local lakes with fellow members (sharing good food) and just messing about at our local water sites.  Lake Erie, Berlin Lake, Lake Arthur, Pinchot Lake, LaDue Reservoir, Cuyahoga River and Pymatuning Lake are among the locations where we met.  At the end of the day, we have a vast resource of waterways that we can use within a 2 hour radius from Cleveland.  No excuse not to get out with your fellow CABBS members.  Ok, don’t feel like getting out on the water but more interested in building a boat, let us know because there is always a boat building project going on and we can offer help, we can use some help at times and you can gain the knowledge, after all, we are all about building wooden boats.  As a final note, we will resume the “Hands On” clinics over the winter session; stay tuned for the dates and subject matter; we may even fold one into our winter meeting schedule.  Finally, let me know what you have been up to relative to boat building, unique projects, or boating related projects and we can make a special presentation at one of our meetings…we want to know and share.

Just a brief notice that those who have borrowed from the library, bring the books back for others to enjoy…take a look you just may have one that you forgot about.  Please return items to Jim Batteiger.

Also, to support Jim Jackson and Ric Blamer on the kids boat project, we need volunteers to help cut out parts…in the past, we have had Jim Stumpf, Ed Neal, George Miller, myself and we need one or two more.  Please support Jim and Ric’s efforts in this worthwhile endeavor, let them know at the November meeting if you can help out…they will have the materials with them.

Ric

Eldon Russell Park Messabout

We could not have planned this day any better…Mother Nature was on our side with clear skies, warm weather and the colors of fall just beginning.  The water was high and we had a good current to help us along, in fact we took out before the normal time it takes to make this trip.
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Launch (Ed Neal photo)
We had 8 boats and 10 members ready to launch and as we were ready to make the shuttle run, a Boy Scout troop arrived with 15 aluminum canoes; I could only imagine the noise along the river!  We let them launch as we made the shuttle. When we returned, the scouts were down river and as we progressed, everything was quiet…what a relief.  As we paddled along this State designated “scenic river” section, we passed by 4 beaver huts, the birds were chattering in their fall voices, fall colors just emerging and the sight of the CABBS fleet peacefully floating along was beautiful.  We passed by some duck hunters in their blind with decoys scattered over the river…don’t think they were too happy but compared to the Scout 

Troop, we were OK!
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Ed Neal Photo
We paddled the narrow stretches and the wide but with no human encroachment to the river banks what a nice feeling and I hope it stays this way.  Remember, there are pictures of the river that in 1969 was publicized to the world as the “burning river”.  The good that came from this publicity was the “Clean Water Act” that created public awareness for cleaning up our waterways to be enjoyed by everyone safely.  But even today, I hear “oh you live near the river that caught on fire” that’s OK, maybe it will keep them from launching on our hidden treasure!  The Cuyahoga River is 101 miles long and only 32 miles from the head waters to the terminus at Lake Erie and there is a tremendous amount of history along its way, Ghent Township, Kent Bogs, the Onion Wars, Lost Lake, Brady’s Leap, Standing Rock Indian Burial Ground, canal boat “bone yard”, Ohio Canal and so much more to be explored.  I have been the entire length a few times and I can’t wait to do it a few more times.
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Quiet and beautiful
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Can you hear nature?
After the 4.4 mile trek, we shuttled the cars and loaded the boats at the State Route 422 bridge and proceeded to the second best part of the trip…a voyage to Blazing Bills for BBQ delights.  We were joined by 3 other members of the Giffords and all had a great feast.
  For those that did not attend not only at this outing or others, we have extra boats for you to use or be a partner, just let us know.  It is sad to say goodbye to the summer but the winter meetings will carry us through to next spring.

Fair Winds,

Ric 

Big Tow Permanently Moored at Exploration Station
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            The skipper kept two hands on the wheel easing up to the Jet Ski that ran out of gas.  He pulled back the throttle and grabbed the radio to alert the marina he was towing another empty tank back to the gas dock.  But be careful, there’s a lot of traffic ahead in the Cleveland harbor and the gray seas of nylon carpeting are starting to get rough. 

            Many similar imaginative adventures await young visitors as they climb aboard BIG TOW at the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources Exploration Station Nature Center at Lakefront State Park on Lakeshore Blvd. The boat is a key interactive feature of a large display teaching young grade school 
students about Lake Erie.  Several CABBS 
members attended an open house viewing of this fine facility on October 23rd hosted by Carol Ward, Naturalist for the newly created Cleveland Lakefront/Headlands Beach State Park System.


  Big Tow is a CABBS gift to the younger generation and a way to engage them with the incredible lake we live by.  Designed by Hank Vincenti, the BIG TOW took shape at Ric Altfather’s Ziebart auto shop.  Constructed from ½” plywood,   Hank, Ric, Chip Caine, Jim Batteiger, and Jim Jackson spent many volunteer hours finishing the hull and installing hardware and electronics furnished by the ODNR project coordinator, Maggie Brown.  

           

 The handsome cockpit is fully equipped with compass, radio, throttle and switches for bilge blower, navigation lights, and siren.  Max Peterson set the craftsmanship bar very high with a beautiful ships wheel he produced, making it specifically for small hands. The motor box and seats open for ample storage and a hand-tied fender wards off crunches with the dock.  The pilot house is topped by a blue flasher beacon and an antenna mast flying the CABBS burgee. 

            The ODNR’s gratitude for this CABBS effort is recognized by two large commemorative plaques: one on the boat’s transom and one on the nearby display wall.

            Given its excellent workmanship, BIG TOW is set for many adventures in the years to come.  Grab the young skipper in your family and bring them down to the park for an adventure on BIG TOW.   It’s ready for action anytime of the year. 

Story and photo’s by Ed Neal

KIDS BOATS FOR THE BOAT SHOW

I thought I would like to add to the efforts of Jim Jackson and Ric Blamer on this most respected event at the upcoming Boat Show in January.  We changed the voting and scheduling of the kid’s boat this year to get more involved and also allow more time for the material cutting crew to cut the pieces parts.  The volunteers will now have 2 ½ months to get the pieces cut and packaged when Jim & Ric bring the rough cuts to the November meeting as they have already secured the materials from Hartville Lumber.  Just as a reminder, the past volunteers have been George Miller, Jim Batteiger, Jim Stumpf, Ric Altfather, Hank Vincenti, Ed Neal along with Jim and Ric.  If someone else wants to help out, please be prepared to leave with some materials, we can always use the help and take the burden from others.  This is always a fun project so get involved!

Ric A.


2011 CABBS KIDS BOAT

 A Pirate Ship designed by George Miller was selected at our April meeting as the CABBS Kid Model Boat for the 2011 "Boat Show".  This classic boat design will surely bring all those "LITTLE PIRATES"  into our booth at the "Boat Show” to make a ship of their own.  Congratulations  to George for another outstanding design.

The materials for the Pirate Ship have been picked up and are ready to be distributed to those members that will be cutting parts this year.  Don't forget to pick up your materials

after the November meeting if you are interested in helping with this worthwhile project.  Thanks!!!

Material Donation
Once again, the wonderful folks at Hartville Hardware and Lumber came thru with a very generous donation of ALL the lumber and hardwood dowel rods for our Pirate Ship.   A special thank you goes to Jack Roberts in the building materials department  for helping us to get these materials for our Kids Boat project.

Jim
FOR SALE:

I recently received an e-mail about some boats that are available for sale. The initial list of boats is listed below and if anyone is interested, please let me know.  I will personally take a look at the boats to give an accurate description and condition report for valuation.  As usual, first come first served or if someone would like to make an offer for the lot, let me know.

Cedar strip Rushton Sailing Canoe

Klepper classic for 2 folding boat – needs a new skin

18’ Hobie with trailer

Cedar Kayak

Plastic white water kayak

Partially complete wood sailing kayak

Laser hull

Fiberglas dinghy with wood trim hull
Ric
I have 3 anchors, suitable for 25+ ft boats that can be made available to 'good homes'.
David L Bell
4099 Teak Place
West Salem, Ohio 44287
440-263-8770

davelawrencebell@yahoo.com
- CLAMP





Ya’ Never Have Enough





THE





Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding and Boating Society


                              A Traditional Small Craft Association Chapter














Big Tow gets an inspection from Carol Ward of ODNR and CABBS members Ric Altfather, Hank Vincenti and Don Gregg.








