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CABBS Board 2010                 
May  2010  Newsletter


President: Ric Alfather


Treasurer: Chip Caine
Librarian/Boat Show: Jim Battieger
Summer Events: Jim Stumpf 
Winter Events: TBD



Hospitality: Paula Smith
Webmaster: Ed Neal


Secretary/Newsletter: George Ricketts
Youth Programs: Ric Blamer

At Large:  Hank Vincenti
Youth Programs: Jim Jackson

Summer events, what? Where did spring go? Huh I was supposed to have a schedule of events? Oh fudge I better get busy.

Hey fellow CABBS members here is the start of our summer events calendar, a very busy spring work schedule has got me running a bit behind this year along with a 25th wedding anniversary here in May and Deanna graduating from high school in June has got my calendar pretty full these days.  

If you have something to include or if I have missed something please feel free to let me know and we can included it in this summer’s list of events.  I can be reached by email at jamesjstumpf@sbcglobal.net or you can call me at 440-570-0479

La Due Reservoir May 23rd
Launch at the Washington Street ramp north of route 422 at the route 44 North exit.

Launch around 10, pack a bagged lunch and hang out with all of your old CABBS friends. The reservoir is great for paddling and small sailing craft, there is a gas motor restriction 
so no outboards but bring your binoculars to spot the eagles or bring your fishing rod and supply lunch for the crowd. See you there.

East Branch Reservoir June 6th
Sail or paddle the East Branch reservoir in Geauga County 

Details and directions to follow

HOT DOG DAY June 26th
Join CABBS members as we visit with our host at the Berlin Yacht club on the Berlin Reservoir.  Leave your appoint book open for this day.  We will also be inviting the WCHA 3 Rivers chapter to join us again this year. As always we will be feasting on CABBS supplied hot dogs and hamburgers and members should plan on bringing a side dish or desert to share.

Old Woman’s Creek July (weekend of the 17th or 24th yet to be confirmed by ODNR)

Paddle the only federally protected fresh water estuary on the Great Lakes. Pre-registration will be necessary and lunch at Beradi’s has become a tradition, got to have those Cedar Point French Fries. Please bring all necessary paddling equipment as it is very lonely on the shore with a disappointed 15 year old girl giving you the evil eye.

Lake Arthur Regatta and Puddle Duck Races August 7-8

 Spend the day or the weekend at the Moraine State Park outside of Pittsburgh Pa boating and hanging out. Come cheer on CABBS Puddle Duck racers to victory.

Pymatuning in September

Details and dates to be announced

Fall Paddle on the Grand River October

Details and dates to be announced

We will also try to hook up with the folks at the Antique outboard motor club for an outing and hopefully insert ourselves into an event held by the Wooden Canoe Heritage Association.

Get your boat in shape and get on the water this summer; we miss you when you don’t come out. We see you all chapped and pasty looking all winter long and would love to see what you look like all tan and on the water. 

Jim Stumpf

April 2010 Meeting Highlights

Typical of our last meeting of the winter season, the weather was nice and the attendance was slim and we had to resort to plan “B” for our guest speaker.  As usual, the talent of our Board and the members came through with an interesting meeting along with several items being sold and purchased at the flea market.  Tools, paddles and plans were the most popular items sold.

Our “guest” speaker was actually three of our members bestowing their trials, tribulations and successes of building new, building a modified boat a second time and a restoration/history of an old classic.

Our first speaker was Jim Stumpf who is building another boat, actually number 10 (remember, boatbuilding is like a potato chip, you cannot just have one!)  Jim shared his construction progress and techniques in building a 17’ Sharpie which he and his daughter Megan plan to participate in a major voyage/regatta in south Florida…a remarkable father/daughter relationship revolving around boatbuilding.  Jim shared photos and plans with the group and answered a bevy of questions.

Next was Ed Neal who started a Tursiops kayak #2 a year or so ago based on the Tursiops #1 that he built and learned lessons from paddling on the Vermillian River.  He explained subtle changes to the hull and construction materials to accommodate his stature and provide protection (epoxy & glass) to the hull.  The Tursiops is a very stable kayak and paddles like a dream…Ed let me try it a few Hot Dog Day meets ago, nice!  He also shared the right fit formula for a Greenland style kayak paddle along with a sample of one he built.

Lastly, I had to chime in on the Barnegat Bay Sneakbox that I rescued from a long ago CABBS family member.  I concentrated on the history and glamour of this vessel that has origins back to the 1830’s along with my ideas for reconstruction.  I provided samples of the construction materials used back in 1932, deck samples, fasteners, current pictures and detailed plans.  The boat I rescued was built by the most prominent builder of the time with a 50 year record, J. H. Perrine.

Finally, we had heard that Hank & Paula Vincenti were embarking on a voyage to the isles of Hawaii and in the CABBS tradition, we presented them with bon voyage vibrant lays and wished them safe travels with full reports to follow! 

Ric

ODNR “Big Tow” Project

Update

This project is well underway and the volunteers were off to a great start at my shop in Bedford spurred on by a treat to Chicago style ¼ pound hot dogs for lunch!  Subsequent sessions have this project looking like a boat as you would expect.  The hull is pretty much complete and the cabin is underway with the interior trim also under construction.  Officer Brown from the ODNR has shared a picture of the 11’ mural which will highlight our display and promote boating safety.
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2011 CABBS Kids’ Boat

Thanks again to those members who submitted entries for the 2011 CABBS Kids’ Boat project.  This year there were four outstanding designs for our members to vote on.  This year’s winning boat was a PIRATE SHIP designed by George Miller. This unique ship will surely please all of those little Pirates that will be visiting the Boat Show next year!  Congratulations George!
We can still use a few more volunteers to help cut out the parts for the Pirate Ship.  The materials will be given out at the November meeting.  Please contact one of us, if you are interested in helping!  Thanks!  

Have a safe and wonderful summer on the water!

Jim Jackson and Ric Blamer
Boatbuilding Flashback

 Our fellow member Max Peterson phoned me recently to discuss a local event and getting his contribution for the “Big Tow” to me.  In our discussion he asked if he should send the wheel to me or Hank to which I stated that Hank and Paula were in Hawaii for several weeks.  Max went on to state that wouldn’t it be nice to go back in time and visit the Polynesian islands and learn to build the dugout sailing boats of past.  This fueled an experience that I had 5 years ago that I wrote an article on and submitted to Messing about in Boats a fine publication by Bob Hicks.  So, here you are for personal enjoyment from September 17, 2005:
Wooden Boat Building – Polynesian Style

By Ric Altfather

My wife of 27 years and I recently attended a wedding in Maui, Hawaii.  A beautiful wedding for our very special niece, a much needed retreat and several days in paradise made this a most treasured trip.
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Upon our arrival, we heard on the local news that an” International Festival of Canoes” was taking place over the next two weeks.  As an avid wooden boat enthusiast, I couldn’t resist…could I?  

The “International Festival of Canoes” is a celebration of native heritage and preservation of skills from long ago.  Hawaii was founded by Polynesian peoples before the European adventurers discovered this chain of islands.  The Polynesians had sailed for 1000 years to the chain of islands now known as Hawaii.  This was accomplished in log sailing canoes traveling 1500 – 3000 miles over the open Pacific Ocean. Once they settled in Hawaii, they no longer had need for long distance sailing canoes and migrated to the paddling style canoe which they used for transport of goods, people and confrontations with other islands.  
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This two week event starts out with whole trees harvested from a neighboring island, shipped to Maui and positioned under a single Banyan tree that covers the entire workshop of at least 10,000 square feet.  The event was a re-creation of native sailing and paddling canoe craftsmanship. The participating artisans represented the islands of Maori, Cook Island, Tongan, Tahiti, Marshall Island, Palauan and Hawaii.  Each carver displayed their own unique canoe design based on the desired purpose of their respective island culture.  Also present was the Maui High School, a Hawaiian “Hale” (lodge) maker, model carvers and wooden surfboard shapers.
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The “new” canoe builders use modern implements, chain saws, routers, planers, power sanders and drills but some still use the adze and axe.  The challenge is to fashion a complete canoe in two weeks.  How many of us have taken months/years to complete our boats?  Each participant is sanctioned by a local Hotel/Resort which upon completion is ceremoniously carried to the beach, launched and paddled to the respective sponsor for permanent display at their facility.

Boat Junkyard

Ed Neal

            People talked about it as if it were a mythical place.  They said there was a boat junkyard on the western shore of Lake Erie somewhere in Michigan.  Many had heard about it but no one knew exactly where it was.  They didn’t know what it was called.  Supposedly, the place had all kinds of stuff.

            Great.   I daydreamed of finding a mahogany, louvered locker door from a 30’s Trumpy motor sailer or possibly some sculpted bronze bowline chocks, or even a gimbled brass kerosene lamp from a long rotted yacht.

            As usual, George Miller had a few answers.  He passed along a business card of Checker Marine Service in LaSalle, Michigan.  Their card read: parting out over 200 boats.  This sounded like the place. A quick check of Google maps showed it to be a few miles inland of the lake, just south of Monroe, Michigan.  This had to be it.

            I added an extra hour to a recent drive up to Detroit to find the place and check it out.  It is easy to find.  Get to LaSalle, look for the huge powder blue water tower painted with the word LaSalle in black block letters.  The junkyard is at the base of the tower.

            Pulling into the yard, I passed row upon row of boat trailers wedging themselves between the mud and their cargo of randomly placed derelict runabouts.   I parked outside the cyclone fence amid a row of pickup trucks and beware of dog signs and walked toward the bland metal warehouse building.

            I told the first yardman I met, I heard about the place and wanted to scout it out.  I was free to roam.

            My daydreams were soon tarnished.  Did I need a Bayliner trottle cable set?  How about a black plastic steering wheel?  What about a used blower?  This place really catered to a specific customer, most likely someone owning a 16 – 28 ft. fiberglass runabout built in the 80s or 90s and needing a particular salvage part.  

            I left the warehouse and walked a few rows of the yard.  Rainwater and dead leaves filled many boat interiors often accenting the blackened, greasy hole where the outdrive had been.  It made for dismal feelings.  After six or eight of these and the sight of a Skiff Craft with two holes chainsawed into the bow so a cable could be wrapped around the stem to drag the boat across the muddy lot, I had enough.  Time to get to Detroit.

            If you need a part from a high production fiberglass runabout of fairly recent vintage, this might be the place to look.  If not, keep driving.  

RiverDay 2010

Saturday, May 15th marks the 20th Anniversary of River Day here in Northeast Ohio.  How time flies, I was part of the first River Day and have participated off and on since then.  One of the first projects this event tackled was pulling 40+ junk cars from the Cuyahoga River bank near Brecksville that were being used for erosion control.  I also remember paddling my canoe filled several times over with tires, plastic bottles and trash from the Cuyahoga River.  So much for my memories, why not create your own by joining other volunteers this day and help clean up and create awareness to preserve the very waterways that we use for our summer mess-abouts.  From Geauga County down to Akron and up to Wendy Park you can participate in educational programs, concerts, hiking and local history, paddle on a state designated scenic river section, learn about invasive plants or visit the Kent Bog with it’s rare plant species.  In all, there will be over 23 events going on all over the area with thousands of people pitching in to help the environment.  If you are looking for something to do on May 15th this is a fun and meaningful time on or near the water.  For more information on RiverDay, they have a website at www.cuyahogariver.net or call 216-313-2149.

Ric

A Sad Story but True!

I received a call recently from Ken Mallory inquiring if anyone in the club would like a 16’ Mirror for restoration along with many “extras” that could be packaged with the sale.  The boat was built in 1968, carries the #226 on her sail and Ken has owned her since 1970.  When I inquired on the restoration needed, he stated that he needed room in his garage a couple years back so he moved the Mirror out back and leaned her on a rail against the garage.  As you might guess, moisture found its way in and did the dirty work in a very short period of time.  The complete bottom, transom and trunk need replacing…a big job!  Proper outside boat storage is VERY important.
Ken’s #226 has roller reefing, mast, boom, Genoa sail, 2 centerboards (alum & mahogany), 3 hp motor, all Hoit Allen hardware & sails, spinnaker, sail bags, tiller & rudder, trailer and a camper canvas.  If anyone is interested, you can contact Ken at:

www.sharonshine1@verizon.net
(419)606-6609

CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE:  Weekend Skiff

Approx 5 years old. Built by John Dechant and Jack Davidson. Built to be sailed od powered by a small gas or electric motor. All Epoxy coated. Marine fasteners used. Dagger Board, Rudde & motor maout Aluminum. Vinyl Floor Mats. Hollow construction Mast With trailer and covers

Stored inside.       Asking  750.00

John Dechant

1177 Woodlawn Ave

Girard Ohio   44420

Cell#   330-774-3927

FOR SALE:

11’ Mirror Dinghy Sail #44850

$400 OBO 

Complete Documentation 1975

Contact Bill Shay 

216-291-0866

erma@juno.com

- CLAMP
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