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Winter Meeting Speakers

The Winter Meeting season is half over, the 2010 Boat Show is history so Spring can’t be that far off.  The list of speakers is almost filled, so if any member has a suggestion for the remaining TBD date please let me know.  A thank you goes to those members who have already responded to my request.  

Stan Stary, Jr. and five of his fellow members from the Great Lakes Wood Carvers club put on a terrific display of their craftsmanship and abilities.  See Ed Neal’s article in this issue of The C-Clamp.

Please note we are meeting at the Strongsville, Ohio library, 18700 Westwood Dr.  Same time, different location and also note the various meeting dates as we could not secure our traditional time of the second Sunday for all meetings.

February 21, 2010:  Megan Stumpf, CABBS family member, will present a program on the building of her new 11 feet LOA, PK-10 canvas covered kayak.  If 

the weather cooperates, her kayak will be on display at this meeting.  Boat building is not new to Megan.  Several years ago, her sister Deanna and she showed off their newly built Kids Skiff at a meeting.  Congratulations to Megan and her Dad, Jim.

March 14, 2010:  Kevin Kyle the local representative for the INTERLUX marine products corporation will do a presentation on the latest boat paints, techniques, support and products offered by INTERLUX.  Kevin has worked in the marine industry for the past 30 years in a variety of capacities, joining Interlux in 2007.  He is a life-long boater, both power and sail and resides in Port Clinton, Ohio.

April 11, 2010: TBD

Please note we are meeting at the Strongsville, Ohio library, 18700 Westwood Dr.  Same time, different location and also note the various meeting dates as we could not secure our traditional time of the second Sunday for all meetings.

Hank Vincenti
Great Lakes Woodcarvers at the January Meeting  
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    Stan Stary, Jr., president of the Great Lakes Woodcarvers, brought a few of his members to the January meeting to give us a hands-on demonstration of their skills.  They set up six mini booths to display some of their completed artwork.  They opened their travel kits to reveal the compliment of cutting tools and sharpening instruments  they use for much of their work. 
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            The work they showed ranged from whimsical character figures to elegant sculptural art pieces, each showing very high standards in craftsmanship and artistic vision.  Many of the woodcarvers enjoy carving the bark of cottonwood trees, a found material that the trees shed in thick chunks.  The wood is easily worked and often spirit faces or fairy tale homes result as they freely carve to find the spirit in the wood.
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            Stan mentioned that one problem carvers and boatbuilders share is what to do with the output of their craft.  As he said, how many wooden bowls or sculptural knick-knacks can you have?  But unlike boatbuilders, the woodcarvers can gather up their project and the necessary tools in a grocery box and transport it easily from place to place.

            The Great Lakes Woodcarvers meet on the fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM at the Parma Senior Center.  They also get together there every Tuesday night for an open carve and yack-if-you-want session. The group is a wonderful resource for taking your love of wood in an artistic direction.     

Ed Neal          

February Meeting Reminder

Based on the CABBS Constitution, our February meeting will be our annual business meeting which will provide a full Board of Governors report and nominations for the Board and election of officers.  If you want to submit your name for any of the positions, please let one of the Board members or myself know.

We will also vote for the Freeman –Turner trophy winner based on the best of show boat at the Mid America Boating and Fishing Show for 2010. This award is presented to the member who displayed the finest in their creativity and craftsmanship.  Only those who attended/worked the show will be allowed to vote.

Come on out to the meeting!

Ric

2010 Mid-American Boating & Fishing Show Report

Well, another Boat Show behind us, our 40th and we survived!  The floor space was drastically reduced this year, the attendance was down but CABBS was busy most of the time.  We displayed the almost complete Bailey Boat which drew tremendous attention, along with George Miller’s Kids Boat display & demonstration, 8 year old Ben Gifford’s Bolger Tortoise and a show stopper of a canvas PK-10 Kayak painted in “very berry” built by Megan Stumpf.  Ed Neal has a more informative report elsewhere in this newsletter, complete with pictures.   In the conversations I had and heard, the crowd was very impressed by the boats built by our younger members and wished they could pull their children away from the TV and video games to do the same.  I remain optimistic that we will acquire some new friends and members as a result of the show but the enthusiasm soon wanes (as we have seen before) when they get home.

The ever popular kid’s boat building activity produced almost 200 model boats, big smiles and a sense of accomplishment for the children and adults alike.  Kids will be kids, we witnessed some interesting hammer skills, we were asked if we put splinters in the wood,  one only wanted to build a Pirate Ship vs. our work boat (thanks to Capt. Willy), some like ourselves in the membership wanted to change the design and happy to report that no band aids were needed!  The “hammer thunder” could be heard throughout the whole IX Center and I’m sure some of our neighboring exhibitors still have a ringing in their ears which should clear up in time for next year’s show.   A whole boat full of THANKS goes out to all who worked the booth, helped with the kid’s boat project, brought in displays and those who helped with the set-up and tear-down.  We also thank Hartville Lumber & Supply for their continued partnering in the kid’s boat project and their generous donation of materials for the kits.  This event is bitter sweet, most of us are really glad when the show is over but at the same time, I didn’t notice any lack of storytelling, boating plans or construction method discussions by our members.  Maybe we should re-name the organization to GABBS?

Ric

CABBS Boats at the 2010 Boat Show  

            Our younger generation of boatbuilders took the spotlight at the CABBS booth at this year’s Mid-America Boat and Fishing show.   Four of the five boats on display were projects of young people working under Dad’s or Grandpa’s direction.   Each had a story to tell.
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           The vivid “Very Berry” color of Megan Stumpf’s PBK 10 short touring kayak drew a lot of attention.  The designer, P.W. Blandford, who hails from William Shakespeare’s home town of Stratford-on-Avon, described the boat as a single-seat rigid canoe.  Whether kayak or canoe, Megan created a beauty.        

             This 11’ft boat with a 28” beam is built from a #10 duck canvas skin stretched over okoume and bent ash frames.  Cedar longitudinals completed the skeleton.  Acrylic porch paint and varnish finished her off.  This spring will be its first contact with water. 

            From a young age, Megan saw her father build a number of boats.  Now at age fifteen, she wanted to build one herself.  She got enough rope from Dad to truly make it her own effort and he readily made himself available for consultation and tools as needed. 
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            A look at the cockpit coaming shows that all the phillips head screws are aligned perfectly vertical.  This young lady is not afraid to sign her work in the details.   
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            An even younger boatbuilder, Ben Gifford showed off his 6’5” ft. Tortoise designed by Phil Bolger.  This eight year-old boy used ¼” plywood on the hull and blue polytarp for the sail.  How much of this project was Dad’s work and how much was Ben’s may be difficult to judge but that is not so important,  Children absorb the world around them like a sponge and  whether working hands-on or just watching, they gain confidence to try new things.  Learning to sail in a boat you and your Dad built has to be a life-forming experience.
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         George Miller showed two Kids boats; one he and his grandson built and one under construction.  This junior sized boat designed by legendary Caribbean sailor, Donald M. Street Jr., is the perfect child’s play toy for knee-deep water along a quiet shore.  Just under 8ft. in length and a beam of 34”, the boat is constructed from one sheet of plywood.  To prove the point, George showed off a sheet of plywood inked with the outline of each part.  The remaining structural items would come out of an eight foot 1” X 8” and a four foot length of 2” X 4”.  Economical, easy to build, and good-looking, the Kids boat is a perfect way for a parent and child to share a building experience.
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The ‘Bailey boat’, named in memory of member Don Bailey who purchased materials and started cutting parts for a Green Island 15 before he died suddenly, is nearing completion.  Eighteen members helped in its construction.  Each contributed as they were able and each left their mark in a particular detail or section of the boat.  Looking over the boat is to see a parade of club members and the products of their handiwork. 

            The boat appears ready for the water except for settling the debate of whether to paint the deck or leave it bright.  She looks like she will offer some spirited sailing. 
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      A commemorative plaque will be affixed to the coaming listing those who built her:

Ric Altfather

Marlene Bailey


Jim Batteiger

John Blazy



Ric Blamer

Bob Buddenhagen


Chip Caine

Don Gregg 

Jeff Gifford

James Gifford

George Miller
Ed Neal


Jim Otton

Joan Price

George Ricketts
Paula Smith

Jim Stumpf

Hank Vincenti

 
Three cheers go to Hank Vincenti for his leadership in managing the construction  effort and for his many hours of personal hands-on construction work. 

            Hot Dog Day will be extra special this year with the expected christening of this heartfelt memorial.

Ed Neal
CABBS HAPPENINGS

We announced the challenge presented by member John Bridges to build “Puddle Duck Racers” and sail them at the Lake Arthur Regatta in August.  Well, the challenge is on!  Member George Ricketts has been studying the website www.pdracer.com and is planning his version and I know of one other that will be built for this event so far.  We need to discuss this further, but maybe we will build one as a club or if someone else wants to build one let me know.  This is very inexpensive but promises to be a lot of fun and surprisingly enough, the little boat is very safe and sails really well.  My thoughts are since we will have a couple of these available, we can offer their use to members that want to learn sailing or don’t have a boat to bring to the summer events but want to get on the water.

Long time admirer and observer of CABBS Bill McGraw, visited St. Michaels last summer and fell in love with a wooden boat and brought it home to restore.  This Australian Norwalk Island Sharpie measures in at 23’ and for those at the last meeting you saw the pictures of this beautiful boat.  Bill has invited CABBS members to come visit the restoration in the next 30-45 days.  Some of you have expressed interest in the visit and I will be contacting Bill for a couple of dates that he can accommodate us.  We will send out a note or announce at the next meeting.

While at the Boat Show, we were approached by the Skiff Craft Owners Association to join them at the   annual Skiff Craft factory Open House and luncheon.  A group of us participated last year and had a great time enjoying the tour, meeting new wooden boat enthusiasts and a good lunch.  The event this year will be held on March 6th, 2010, at the Skiff Craft factory in Plain City, Ohio, about 15 minutes west of Columbus.  Skiff Craft was founded in 1904 and is the last commercial wooden boat manufacturer in Ohio.  Last year we car pooled and we will organize the same if we have enough interest.  We will have signup sheets at the next meeting or you can call or e-mail me of your interest.

Ric

Noteworthy Books and Websites

I received a new book for Christmas written by Greg Rossel a contributor to Wooden Boat magazine entitled The Boatbuilder’s Apprentice: The Ins and Outs of Building Lapstrake, Carvel, Stitch-and-Glue, Strip Planked and Other Wooden Boats.”  It is the second book written by author Rossel, the first being “Building Small Boats”  and is a primary source of knowledge, technique, nautical construction & design and a power (full) tool for any boat builder’s workshop.  It is not intended to be a step by step, how-to book but rather a focus on the different construction methods, design features/differences and performance considerations for the small boat home builder.  I found it very helpful in understanding the construction techniques used in a carvel planked boat that I am restoring and no doubt will save me from making a few mistakes along the way.  You can already find sawdust between the pages on my copy!

Here are a couple of websites that I enjoyed recently:

www.koti.kapsi.fi/hvartial
It’s also known as Hannu’s Boatyard and features several small, ultra small, medium and larger boats and plans.  Even if you don’t like the plans, the technical knowledge is worth the visit.  Topics like stability, righting, moment, freeboard and roll damping are explained in detail and the roll these principles play in the constructing of a safe and useable boat.  The link may not work but a search on Hannu’s Boatyard should do the trick.

www.boatnerd.com
Here is a great source of information for us Great Lakes mariners.  The site focuses on Great Lakes and Seagoing shipping.  There is a photo gallery, current news on the lakes, current vessel locations & destinations, a special section on tug boats (I love Tug’s) the fleets, shipwreck files, lighthouses , video’s like the Oglebay Norton navigating through the Poe Lock and much more.

Enjoy and Happy Building!

Ric
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OK, I announced this at the last meeting and for those who did not attend, let me explain.  We have been invited by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Watercraft, to build an interactive boat (not for the water) display that will have a permanent home at the newly created Lakefront State Park Nature Center.  The purpose of this display is to promote boating and water safety to our younger people.  We had a couple of meetings during the Boat Show with Officer Maggie Brown on this project and we have come to agreement on the purpose, construction, amenities and design for the project.  The project completion date will be the end of May 2010, the site of construction will be Jim Stumpf’s shop and as usual, we need a few volunteers to help with the project.  The construction is fully funded by the ODNR not CABBS and the upside is the fact that the ODNR has recognized CABBS as the right organization to complete the project.  In return, CABBS will have a plaque at the museum site along with a literature rack promoting CABBS.  Our own illustrious Mechanical Engineer “Hank V.” has drawn up a design that best fits the wishes of the program and has selfishly offered the above name to the project even though Officer Brown wanted the name “SS Minnow.”  Now, she carries the side arm…who will win?

This recognition is a significant boost to our organization but will also help recognize the Northeast Ohio resources that are available to all who want to explore the water and boating.  All creative ideas and comments are welcome from the membership.  We will have a formal viewing of the concept drawing at the next meeting.

Is it May yet?

Ric

CABBS KIDS BOAT MODELS NEEDED!!!!

As you are probably know, we have moved up the date for judging the 2011 Cleveland  Boat Show - CABBS Kids Model Boat from November to March to give our volunteers ample time to get their parts cut.  The winning design will be announced at the April 2010 meeting.  So beat the winter blahs, let the saw dust fly and create a boat design that will delight the children at the 2011 Boat Show! Thanks in advance for your participation!

Also, a big THANK YOU goes out to all of you who cut out parts and helped make this year's CABBS Kids Boat Activity at the 2010 Cleveland Boat Show such a huge success. 

Jim Jackson and Ric Blamer

CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE:  Weekend Skiff

Approx 5 years old. Built by John Dechant and Jack Davidson. Built to be sailed od powered by a small gas or electric motor. All Epoxy coated. Marine fasteners used. Dagger Board, Rudde & motor maout Aluminum. Vinyl Floor Mats. Hollow construction Mast With trailer and covers

Stored inside.       Asking  750.00

John Dechant

1177 Woodlawn Ave

Girard Ohio   44420

Cell#   330-774-3927

FOR SALE:

SW  Fast Clad DTM Urethane

SW  Macropoxy 646  fast cure Epoxy

West System 202 Hardener   6 Gal

West System 105 Resin  20 Gal

8” wide roll Fiberglass mat

Pdi Inc   PDC F717   10 Gal Clear

                                     5 gal White

                                     5 gal Black

                                     5 gal Blue

3 DIAB  1 ½” balsa core laminated w fiberglass   4’ x 8’

Various Industrial paints

Dan Hellriegel       330 – 562 - 8898
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Cleveland Amateur Boatbuilding and Boating Society


                              A Traditional Small Craft Association Chapter





Ya’ Never Have Enough











