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CABBS WINTER MEETING SCHEDULE

So far, the scheduled meeting dates are limited to the November and December dates at this time due to the Library’s new procedure of establishing meeting room availability. We will post the dates and guest speakers as soon as possible for the January forward schedule, sorry but it’s better than no home at all!  We have some great potential speaker ideas at this time so keep your fingers crossed that we can reel them in. Besides, what would you rather be doing, shoveling snow or attending a CABBS meeting? 

December 19th, 2010

Our friends, the ODNR, Division of Watercraft has tentatively accepted this date to update us on the newly formed Cleveland Lakefront State Park which spans from Edgewater to Mentor Headlands Beach, along with current and upcoming issues with our waterways.  Also, and of most interest, some hazards on the water that we may not be aware of and somewhat scary.

January 9th, 2011

Tentative TBA

February 13th, 2011

Tentative TBA

March 13th, 2011

Tentative TBA

April 10th, 2011

Tentative TBA

Ric

CABBS

Winter 2010

Our first winter meeting was an excellent gathering.  We had four new visitors either solo or with spouse join our group with sincere interest in our activities and ready to start new boat building projects.

Our guest speaker, CABBS member John Bridges was most eloquent in his presentation about the different boat building woods available, their properties and availability.  His knowledge of the various wood species and his hands on experience of building boats all over the world was most welcome…but I will let Ed Neal put this presentation into further detail elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Thanks for coming out and SPECIAL THANKS to the new folks that joined us…we hope that we offered value to your quest of boat building/boating knowledge.

Fair Winds,

Ric

CABBS November Meeting 2010

Guest Speaker John Bridges

“The Woods Used in Boatbuilding”
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That’s right; John Bridges addressed the group based on his extensive knowledge of boat building, construction methods and boat building woods.  We have heard from John before and it is always a pleasure to share his vast experience in these categories in that he has built boats in every port around the world that his job has taken him.   John and Sheila Bridges traveled over from Pittsburg to share in our first and full house meeting of members and guests of the year.  

John was most informative as to the species of wood that are readily available and distinguishing the benefits, strength-to-weight ratio and economics.

He elaborated on the “Big Box” lumber stores and how they classify  their materials such as “SPF” which can mean spruce, fir or pine which is OK for home construction  but not necessarily good for boatbuilding.  John stated that if you are diligent at these “Big Box Stores” and local lumber yards and you tell them what you are doing with the material, you can establish a relationship that will pay off by being able to pick the best “sticks” for the job at hand.  John had samples of sawn knees, spruce, fir, pine, mahogany and other wood species along with a fascinating slide show with some of his boat building experiences, including the Congo!  There were slides of his boat building experience contracted by Walt Disney on the remake of Swiss Family Robinson where they re-constructed a Chinese Junk boat over an existing barge in a very short period of time…he also had a block from that project on display.

John’s humor, knowledge and personality were the perfect start for our winter meeting schedule.

Author’s Note:  We neglected to take a picture of John during this meeting so we used a previous photo of John on another presentation to give John credit where credit is due.

Ric

Hands-On Clinics

Winter 2010/2011

This popular series of events will continue after the Holiday’s when we can all settle down and concentrate on boating, boat building, dealing with the winter blahs and more.  The first series of clinics will kick off in January with Sailing 101 hosted by Hank Vincenti and Ric Blamer.  They will conduct 1 hour in room sessions at the end of our January, February, March & April meetings with opportunities to sail on Dolphin or your own boat come Hot Dog Day or in an impromptu session.  Arm chair sailing…doesn’t get any better than that!

Signup sheets will be present at the December meeting for those who are interested.

Other clinics will also be offered in between the sailing sessions so watch for these sessions and signup agendas.  Better yet, if you have a specific request let us know, we are open to any subject or sharing of knowledge…just ask!

Ric

Jim Jackson reports on our friends at Hartville Hardware & Lumber.

By the way.........If you haven't been to Hartville Hardware in a while it's a wonderful place to shop for all your boat building materials, paint, power and hand tools, hardware as well as almost anything else that you might need for those hard to find jobs done around the house. Hartville Hardware is a destination place that has something for everyone. Also, if you haven't heard, they are building a new Hardware and Building center at the Hartville Kitchen/Collectables and Flee market complex. The new state of the art building will be 2 levels with over 250,000 square feet of neat stuff to look at and buy.   They just started construction and it should be open in about a year and half.

Jim

Other Happenings

I am glad to report that another CABBS member has joined the Traditional Small Craft Association of which we are a local Chapter…Max Peterson.  For those who have not seen the TSCA website, go to:  www.tsca.org the mother club is located at

the Mystic Seaport Mueum…
http://www.mysticseaport.org/
Others who want to join, please feel free to do so, their website is linked to our website.  In addition, CABBS with the Dolphin were featured in the latest Ash Breeze publication of the TSCA on the COVER!

It’s Dues Time Again

Included with your newsletter is the membership dues form.  Please send your dues to Chip at the address on the form, New members who join in November and December are covered for 2011. 
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Happy Holiday’s
I want to wish the entire CABBS membership and their families a safe and meaningful Holiday Season and may 2011 bring about many new boat projects and launchings.  The coming cold months are a good time to reflect on completing your boats, renewing the finish, catching up on some great boating adventure stories and sharing your stories and knowledge at our winter meetings.  I look forward to seeing or hearing from everyone over the winter at one of our meetings, a phone call, e-mail or over a cup of coffee.

Fair Winds and Safe Passage,

Ric Altfather

Parting thoughts…

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than the ones you did do!  So throw off the bow lines, sail away from the safe harbor.  Catch the trade winds in your sails.  EXPLORE, DREAM, DISCOVER.”

Mark Twain

- CLAMP
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